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Every year like clockwork, animals both big and small are driven by a natural instinct to move, in

order to survive. On both land and sea, they fight the odds and the forces of nature to breed, feed,

or lead and carry on for future generations. This reader is an introduction to the treacherous trek of

the zebra, walrus, and Christmas Island red crab to overcome obstacles that include hungry

cheetahs, stinging yellow crazy ants, and even their fellow species to make the often impossible

journey of their lives.National Geographic supports K-12 educators with ELA Common Core

Resources.VisitÂ www.natgeoed.org/commoncoreÂ for more information.
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Based on TVâ€™s Great Migrations series, this slender book opens by introducing the term

migration and the three animals to be discussed. Each 12-page chapter focuses on one species,

with a number of excellent color photos showing the animals in their habitats as well as a clearly

written, large-print text commenting on their lives, their reasons for migrating, and threats to their

survival. The zebras of Botswana migrate between the river basin and far-flung water holes,

depending on the availability of water and food. The red crabs on Christmas Island must travel from



their forest home to the ocean to lay their eggs. Finally, Pacific walruses migrate between the

Chukchi Sea and the Bering Sea as the ice changes with the seasons. With text, borders,

illustrations, and patterned backgrounds as well as boxes carrying riddles, factoids, or additional

information, the pages sometimes look crowded. Still, this book is a colorful supplemental title for

science collections. Grades 2-4. --Carolyn Phelan

LAURA MARSH is a long time contributor to National Geographic Children Books.Â She has written

a large number of books in National Geographic Readers seriesÂ and also in Mama Mirabelle and

Toot and Puddle series.

Great for kids

What happened to the nice paper? The National Geographic Kids books are great for levels 1 and

2. But the pretty pictures and nice smooth paper that give these a magazine feel stop at this level. I

was disappointed. Older kids still care about great pictures and smooth paper. This is especially true

of children with communication disorders. I wish this was still more like the magazine.On the plus

side, the writing is still good. The material is still interesting. The price is great. My students without

sensory issues still like this book.

Great books for kids.

I thought that this book was ok but a lot of the information was extremely obvious and the Weird but

Trues were not very weird.

My 8 year old loves these books

Good content.

Great-grandson loves it!

Great
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